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Developed to help inform the public on the importance of awareness on Agricultural Issues. 

Issue: Humans becoming sick after attending fairs across the nation. 

The General public needs to be informed about the potential 
safety hazards when it comes to handling livestock. There 
have been several cases across the nation dealing with the 
“fair illness”. Most cases involved pathogens like E. coli, 
which was inhaled through dust in exhibit barns, and  
other cases dealt with food contamination. While this is a 
scary situation, we need you to inform the public on the 
importance of having livestock. At most events livestock 
are just for show, while others will end up in a breeding 
production, or even food production, in which case,   
safety, is a major concern. Encourage the public to not 
eat or drink until they wash their hands after coming in 
contact with animals and their environments to avoid  
becoming sick. 
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“KNOW” How To Keep the Public

Safe Around Your Animals: 

Know that animals carry germs that can make people sick.

Never eat food that has been in direct contact with animals, or

feed animals human food. 

Older adults, pregnant women, and children need to take extra

precaution due to a higher susceptibility to germs and illnesses. 

Wash your hands with soap and warm water after handling

animals. 

www.nasphv.org/documentsCompendiaAnimals. html. Accessed July 29, 2014. 
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